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ABOUT US 
Wellers Law Group LLP is a modern, full-service legal 

practice operating from seven office locations in 

Central London, Kent and Surrey, serving clients in the 

UK and overseas.

Originally established back in 1881, the Wellers Law 

Group has evolved to become a unifying legal brand 

which comprises a number of highly respected 

individual firms of solicitors.  Each brings their own 

specific skills and specialist knowledge.

As a group of nearly one hundred legal professionals 

we set very high standards in all aspects of the work 

we conduct, our level of expertise and our service.  

We are motivated by adding real value, in addressing 

your legal needs, finding better and more practical 

answers for you and doing so in a friendly and 

approachable way. 

CONSTRUCTION TEAM 
Our construction team is able to advise clients across 

the construction industry on contentious and non-

contentious matters, regularly working with a broad 

range of contractors and sub-contractors within the 

building industry.

Clients include lenders, property developers, local 

authorities, housing associations and our work covers 

adjudication, mediation and litigation. We are able 

to take on projects in the retail, health, education, 

residential, infrastructure and telecoms sectors.  The 

team also acts for and occasionally collaborates with 

architects, designers, chartered/quantity surveyors  

and health and safety professionals on a range of 

disputes relating to a project.    

We recognise that construction professionals require 

timely solutions to issues that arise throughout the 

duration of a project, from initial project development 

work, through to compensation. We can guide you 

through this process with an acute awareness of 

your commercial objectives. Our aim is to help you 

avoid costly and lengthy litigation and it is particularly 

important to us, to fully understand your particular 

challenges to create the right team to respond to  

your case.  

We believe in building strong client relationships which 

produce a collective team attitude for dealing with  

these issues. We are creative problem solvers who  

provide the same level of care and attention to detail  

to all our clients irrespective of status or turnover.  

Our construction team works with clients nationwide, 

alongside their real estate, planning, corporate and 

tax lawyers on all non-contentious matters, enabling 

us to act for clients prior to planning stage.  Where a 

dispute arises, our experienced litigation team will 

break down the issues of a dispute in order to seek 

speedy and effective settlements. Termination of 

contract and/or adjudication/litigation are always a  

last resort.  Should an adjudication or litigation ensue, 

our team has long established relationships with 

leading and junior counsel from top tier construction 

chambers and leading experts in various disciplines 

to successfully bring or defend proceedings. Our close 

working relationships with litigation funding insurers 

allow us to secure litigation funding on behalf of  

clients to cover disbursements and an adverse costs 

order, subject to conditions.  

We have seven offices 
spread across London  

and the South East.



OUR SERVICES
These are some of the areas where we are able to provide high quality advice before, during and after the life 

of a construction project.

  PROCUREMENT
Procurement involves buying the services and goods 

that enable an organisation to make a profit and 

work in an ethical manner.  If you are unhappy with 

a procurement decision made, you do have the right 

to bring a public procurement challenge.  We advise 

clients on bringing and defending procurement 

challenges relating to risk mitigation, incorrect data, 

lack of transparency and compliance to contract and 

supply related issues. 

CONTRACT DRAFTING  
AND REVIEWS
There are standard forms of contract that are 

commonly used for construction in the UK including 

JCT, NEC, FIDIC, CIOB, ACA and other forms of 

bespoke contracts. We can guide you through the  

contract and the documentation appended to it. It  

is imperative when entering into a construction 

contract that you obtain legal advice on your potential 

liability and determine the allocation of risk and 

consequently price. We can also advise you in relation 

to supply contracts and framework agreements. 

PAYMENT AND PAY LESS 
NOTICES
A Payment Notice is a document that must be issued  

for every payment provided under the contract.  

There are legal requirements for a Payment Notice to 

be valid. The payer must issue a Pay Less Notice if it  

wishes to pay less than the notified sum. Ajudications 

relating to the payment terms contained in a  

construction contract or the validity of Payment or  

Pay Less Notice are common. Failing to serve a Pay 

Less Notice within a prescribed time limit will have 

ramifications for the payer. 

LIQUIDATED DAMAGES
A liquidated damages clause refers to compensation  

that is pre-agreed by the parties to the contract. This 

sets out the amount to be paid to the ‘innocent’ party 

when certain breaches occur. A common example  

of this is when there is a delay in completion. The  

party causing the delay would be compelled to pay  

out the agreed amount.

EXTENSION OF TIME 
An extension of time is requested by a contractor   

when there is a delay, so that the construction period  

is extended. This is achieved by the contractor 

providing the employer/contract administrator,  

written notice, which outlines why there is a delay. 

When the employer/contract administrator receive 

this request, they decide whether to grant the 

extension.

VARIATIONS
A variation refers to the scope of work being  

altered in a construction contract by addition, 

substitution or omission from the original agreed 

scope of work. Put simply, it is an agreement to alter 

the terms of the contract. There must be an express 

term in the original contract that allows for this. 

SUSPENSION OF 
PERFORMANCE 
A contract will allow a party the right to suspend  

the performance of their contractual duties when a 

required payment of a sum of money has not been 

made. The contract is likely to provide that you 

undertake certain steps when serving notice of your 

intention to suspend. You should always seek advice 

before you do so.

FINAL ACCOUNT
The preparation of final accounts is the process  

whereby adjustments are made to the original  

contract sum so that the final payment can be 

ascertained. It is very common for there to be non-

payment at final account stage.

RETENTION OF TITLE CLAIMS
A retention of title claim is used as a way to retain 

ownership, until certain conditions are met. These can 

be incorporated into contracts but even then, can be 

difficult to enforce.
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TERMINATION
As with most forms of contract, a construction  

contract will include a termination clause which sets 

out the circumstances by which a contract may be 

terminated. Once terminated, neither party is obliged 

to perform their duties under the contract. Care must 

be taken when terminating a contract to ensure it is 

not wrongful.

DEFECTS/REMEDIAL WORKS
Defects describe work that has not been carried 

out in accordance with the contract and generally 

discovered after the fact. They can sometimes 

be difficult to uncover, so may not be found via 

reasonable inspection. Once discovered, remedial 

work will become necessary to correct the defect. 

Often defects can result in a claim for professional 

negligence against a construction professional.

ADVICE THROUGHOUT THE 
DURATION OF THE CONTRACT 
Once the project commences, we can advise you 

throughout its duration on the steps to be taken, so 

that you avoid being in breach, thereby lowering your 

risk and saving costs. We often enter into retainers 

with our clients and commence/defend adjudications, 

if a dispute has arisen between the parties. 

ADVISING ON HEALTH & 
SAFETY AND ONSITE LIABILITY
As with all areas of work, health and safety is of  

paramount importance especially when it comes to 

construction and operation. There are many duties 

placed upon those undertaking and managing 

building works to control the risks associated with 

it. We can advise on what processes need to be 

followed. 

ADJUDICATION
Adjudication is a way of resolving disputes in  

construction contracts. The Housing Grants,  

Construction & Regeneration Act 1996 sets out  

certain procedural requirements which enable 

either party to a dispute, to refer the matter to an  

Adjudicator, who is then required to reach a  

decision within 28 days of being served with a  

Referral Notice. The purpose of adjudication is to 

expedite cash flow during the construction contract 

and it is not uncommon to have multiple adjudications 

throughout the duration of the project.  Please contact 

us to obtain a copy of our Adjudication Guide. 

LITIGATION IN THE TECHNOLOGY 
AND CONSTRUCTION COURT
Adjudication is often necessary in construction. 

Therefore, enforcement of the Adjudicator’s decision 

may become necessary. This is done by the ‘winning 

party’ applying to the Technology and Construction 

Court to enforce the decision with a summary 

judgment application. 

PRE-ACTION PROTOCOL FOR CONSTRUCTION 

ENGINEERING DISPUTES

The Pre-action Protocol should be followed in 

construction and engineering disputes to include 

professional negligence claims against architects, 

engineers and quantity surveyors. The Claimant will 

serve a Letter of Claim and the Defendant will be 

required to serve a Letter of Response and confirm 

whether or not it wishes to engage in the Protocol 

Referee Procedure. The Claimant may respond to any 

counterclaim and then there should be a Pre-action 

Meeting, before proceedings are issued.
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 NEGLIGENCE OF A 
CONSTRUCTION PROFESSIONAL 
/LITIGATION FUNDING
As with most professionals providing a service, there  

is a duty of care expected when undertaking their work. If 

this duty is breached, it gives rise to a claim in negligence. 

These claims are complex, lengthy and costly.

If a claim is not covered by your PI insurer, we work 

closely with litigation funders who provide legal 

expenses cover in relation to all disbursements such 

as counsel’s, expert’s and court fees. The insurance 

policy will also pay your opponent’s costs in the  

event that you lose your claim.  Please contact us to 

obtain a copy of our Litigation Funding Guide.  

MEDIATION
Before and during adjudication or proceedings in  

the Technology and Construction Court, we always 

advise clients to mediate or engage in ‘without 

prejudice’ negotiations. Litigation should be a last 

resort. If a formal mediation is required, we can 

recommend suitable mediators, prepare mediation 

bundles and position statements.

INSOLVENCY
Insolvency within the construction industry is common 

and is governed by the Insolvency Act 1986, although 

a construction contract will expressly provide what  

will occur should a party, usually the contractor, 

become insolvent. We provide advice to directors and 

shareholders where there is an insolvency situation, in 

order that they comply with all their fiduciary duties. 

TAX ADVICE AND HMRC 
INVESTIGATIONS
Wellers Law Group have a tax and estate planning 

department to advise on all tax related matters.  

There has been significant legislation affecting the 

construction industry including IR35 and supply chain 

due diligence.  We can advise on the measures which 

should be in place and can prepare the relevant 

documentation for you. If you are subject to a tax 

investigation, we can represent you and guide you 

through the process.

INJUNCTIVE PROCEEDINGS
Injunctions can be mandatory or prohibitory.  

A mandatory injunction is where an individual or 

corporation is ordered to act positively so that they 

put right a wrongful act. A prohibitory injunction  

will refrain a defendant from committing an unlawful 

act.  It is usual for an interim injunction to be made,  

and a trial to decide whether the injunction  

should remain permanent. We have been instructed 

to bring and defend injunctive proceedings including 

worldwide freezing injunctions, search orders and 

injunctions for specific performance. 

TRAINING IN PROCUREMENT, 
JCT AND NEC CONTRACTS
We provide training to our construction clients to  

reduce risk and increase returns. Our half-day or one  

day training course is intended to give you a basic 

understanding of procurement procedures, JCT/

NEC contracts, legislation on payment obligations,  

suspension of works, termination and adjudication.  

Training can be generic or relate to a specific project. 

We can host NEC collaboration workshops to be  

attended by all those involved in a project, including  

local authorities, developers, main contractors and 

consultants. This is highly beneficial, particularly if this  

is the first time the contractor is working with the client.  

If you wish to discuss any of the issues raised in this 

brochure, please do not hesitate to contact Teresa 

Johnston, from our London office on 020 7481 2422 or 

via email at: teresa.Johnston@wellerslawgroup.com.



OUR TEAM

PARMJIT BHOGAL - Company and Commercial services 
Parmjit has wide ranging experience as a corporate and commercial lawyer especially 
in the technology and healthcare fields. He regularly advises on mergers and acquisitions 
transactions, management buy-outs, venture capital/private equity transactions, joint 
ventures and collaboration agreements. He is also widely experienced in dealing with day 
to day commercial issues faced by companies, such as trade mark and brand protection, 
advising on terms of business and Companies Act compliance matters.

ROSALIND NUNOO - Immigration 
Rosalind is an immigration and human rights solicitor who works with businesses 
who employ overseas workers, to ensure that they meet the requirements for their 
Sponsorship Licence.  These services can be used to help businesses bring in family 
members to participate in businesses and to provide labour supply to the construction 
industry.

NINA RAJANI - Commercial property services 
Nina leads the London property team and is a vastly experienced solicitor in a wide 
range of commercial and residential matters.  She deals with acquisitions and disposals 
of freehold and leasehold properties, advises on general landlord and tenant issues and 
handles portfolio management, advising entrepreneurs, boards of directors, boards of 
trustees, developers, investors, banks and other professionals on commercial terms 
and strategies.

INGRID McCLEAVE - Taxation
Ingrid heads up Wellers Wealth, our specialist taxation and trust division. Ingrid has a 
background as a tax barrister and an experienced private client solicitor. Her knowledge 
encompasses both business and personal taxes. Specifically she is able to help owner 
managers and directors structure their assets to ensure tax-efficient income and 
succession planning for your business.

TERESA JOHNSTON - Construction litigation   
Teresa works in the Construction and Litigation Disputes Department from the London  
office and frequently attends the Bromley office to meet with her clients in Kent and  
the South East.  She predominantly acts for clients in relation to high value claims in  
the Technology & Construction Court, Commercial Business Courts, Chancery Division  
and the Administration Court. She also advises her clients in relation to adjudication, 
mediation, litigation and professional negligence.  

LUKE ROBERTS - Property services  
Luke is a solicitor with significant experience of commercial and residential property 
transactions. He works closely with our corporate department and construction 
department and regularly deals with company related property matters. Luke is also 
experienced in residential property development and landlord and tenant law.

Within our London City office you can access an extensive range of legal support services for your business.

If you require legal advice on any specific issue please call the our London City office for a no obligation discussion  

or if you require legal advice on any specific issue, please contact Teresa Johnston for a no obligation discussion on  

020 7481 2422 or via email at teresa.Johnston@wellerslawgroup.com.
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GETTING IN TOUCH WITH US
London City office – 65 Leadenhall Street,  
London EC3A 2AD.  

Telephone: 020 7481 2422

OFFICES OUTSIDE LONDON
Bromley – Tenison House, 46 Tweedy Road,  
Bromley, Kent BR1 3NF. 

Telephone: 020 8464 4242

Sevenoaks – Second floor, 50 - 52 London Road,  
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1AS. 

Telephone: 01732 457 575

Chislehurst – 1A Bromley Lane, Chislehurst,  
Kent BR7 6LH. 

Telephone: 020 8295 1989

East Horsley – 6 Bishopsmead Parade,  
East Horsley KT24 6SR. 

Telephone: 01483 284567

Bookham High Street – 22a High Street,  
Great Bookham KT23 4AG. 

Telephone: 01372 456221

Great Bookham – Butler House, Guildford Road,  
Great Bookham KT23 4HB. 

Telephone: 01483 284567

OTHER DIVISIONS
Wellers Wealth (Tax and Trusts) 

Is a specialist tax and trust division for those with  
particularly high value or complex estate and succession 
planning issues.

65 Leadenhall Street, London EC3A 2AD.   

Telephone: 020 7481 2422

Wellers Impact

Is a social impact investment arm, involved in real estate 
development in developing countries. 

65 Leadenhall Street, London EC3A 2AD.   
Telephone: 020 7481 2422

Wellers Law Group LLP is registered in England and Wales, registered number 
OC350170 and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
No 525515. Wellers Hedleys and Wellers Reece-Jones are trading names of 
Wellers Law Group LLP.
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